To the editor, Yale Daily News:

 

I commend Emily Foxhall’s hard work, journalistic thoroughness and good intentions in writing the story, “42 Years and Still fighting” (YDN, September 21, 2010). However the article omitted the most important reasons for the ongoing Connecticut Peace Coalition/ New Haven Sunday vigils at Broadway, Park and Elm Streets. Only once in the article, for example, were the words “Iraq” and “Afghanistan” mentioned—and never “depleted uranium” or “drone bombings”.  These issues were as much a part of conversations with Ms. Foxhall as the personal history upon which she focused—and much more central to a clear understanding of why we stand there Sunday after Sunday than are the vignettes from my personal story.

 

As I explained  to Ms. Foxhall, the vigil began at that location in late May of 1999 as part of an effort by a fledgling state wide organization, the short-lived Connecticut Peace Coalition, against U.S. military intervention in Kosovo. But it continued from that point forward in order to expose the devastation that U.S./U.N. economic sanctions were causing the people of Iraq. We kept the designation Connecticut Peace Coalition/ New Haven to indicate that we were (and are) one of many similar grassroots groups throughout the state and nation.

 

The sanctions on Iraq were originally imposed in 1990 after Iraqi President (and former U.S. agent) Saddam Hussein invaded Kuwait; but they continued after the U.S. led invasion of Iraq in 1991. Dennis Halliday, UN Humanitarian Relief Coordinator, resigned his position in protest against the sanctions, stating succinctly, “We are in the process of destroying an entire society. It is as simple and terrifying as that.”

 

Not only did the sanctions prevent Iraq from rebuilding its infrastructure after the ’91 invasion [the only people unaffected by them were Saddam Hussein and his ruling class, against whom the U.S. claimed they were directed]; they also prevented the importation of crucial medicines and medical devices. Diseases once eradicated—typhus, cholera—returned and were untreatable because simple vaccines or the means to deliver them were unavailable. In addition, the effects of the use of depleted uranium by the invading troops caused cancers and birth defects (both among Iraqis and among our returning veterans and their families) never seen before.

 

Against this backdrop, George W. Bush constructed a thin tissue of lies and finished the job that his father’s administration, followed by the Clinton administration, had begun—a U.S. war against the people of Iraq for 20 years and counting. The U.S. is now engaged in much the same process of devastation to be followed by occupation in Afghanistan. 

 

The Obama administration has squandered its historic opportunity to change the direction of U.S. foreign and domestic policy, thus betraying most terribly the young idealists who worked and voted for him. Meanwhile, the U.S. drone bombings in Pakistan and Afghanistan mean that fewer and fewer actual human agents of warfare will ever see their victims, even from a height of thousands of feet. Warfare is becoming ever more cynical and inevitable because those who make war pay less and less of a price, while the victims are increasingly random, innocent and undocumented.

 

As I reiterated to Ms. Foxhall, these are the  reasons why the Sunday vigil continues. "Resist this endless war.” There is room under that banner for the young, the middle-aged and the old—and for everyone’s story and commitment.
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